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ABSTRACT
In the course of the Eastern enlargement, the European Union (EU) has come to acknowledge the importance of civil society actors’ roles during the harmonization process of both the new member and the candidate states. To this end, the EU has paid a salient attention to strengthening the CSOs in those new member and candidate states including Turkey. It provided both technical and financial support to these countries to contribute to their Europeanization and democratization processes. In the Turkish context, Turkish women’s organisations have successfully facilitated from the opportunities that the accession process brought about. They took the maximum advantage of this greater emphasis placed on civil society actors by the EU and have intensified and widened their activities as well as their collaboration partners. Now, however, in the twentieth anniversary of the official candidacy, a significant backlash against the EU accession in Turkey could be observed. Since 2007, the AKP has been hesitating to further even maintain the EU-membership project. As of 2011, this flagging enthusiasm of the AKP government in terms of Acquis adaptation and implementation had its peak, so that notable Europeanization scholars have argued that Turkey has been going through a process of de-Europeanisation. This demise of EU-membership from the political agenda have toughened women’s organisations’ not only lobbying and networking practices but also their survival. Therefore, they have compelled to adopt new strategies and new resources for their lobbying and networking. This research thus is an endeavour to explore and explain the new lobbying, networking and collaboration repertoire of WCSOs from across the seven administrative regions of Turkey. 
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